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Congratulations to our
Stars of the Week
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Tommy
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Imogen
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Caleb
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George

6NN

Oscar

6HW
6VW

Sky

Attendance Update
Our whole school attendance this week was
96.7% of pupils in class.
Classroom doors open at 8.50am and registers
are taken from 8.55am. Lesson start at 09:00. It
is extremely important children are in school to
avoid missed learning.
Attendance this week has improved slightly, but
we really want everyone in every day.
Any missed school time is missed learning that
may impact your child in the long term.

School Spaces
We currently have spaces in: Y5 We would
love more children to join us—please tell
your friends to apply.

Dear All,
The first two weeks of school have simply flown
by, haven’t they? Following the downpours and
thunderstorms last week, we have now had the
first hint of Autumn with a slight chill in the air.
Which gives me the perfect opportunity to remind everyone to
send your child to school with a jumper and coat every day. A
warm sunny morning does not mean it will be the same all day.
History in Y5:
As part of the Y5 ‘The Tudors’ topic, children took part in an epic
re-enactment of the Battle of Bosworth Field, the landmark
event which brought to an end over three hundred years of
Plantagenet rule in England and set up the new Tudor dynasty.
Due to inclement weather conditions, children did not do battle
on a mud strewn field, but in the school hall. The honours still
went to Henry Tudor and Richard III’s forces were roundly
defeated.
Lights Up Dance & Theatre Workshops
Most of our classes had a real treat, this week, when Light Up
from Quayside Youth Centre came to deliver a dance and
theatre workshop to the children. The arts are so important to
all of us —all films, shows , books and music are part of the
arts—so we love bringing such experiences into children’s lives.
Time Travel in Y3
If you visited the hall on Thursday afternoon, you would have
encountered an amazing change. The whole room had become
a time travel machine, taking children back through history, all
the way the era of the Ancient Greeks. Children flitted through
the Blitz, Queen Victoria’s Coronation, the Restoration era, the
Spanish Armada and even the ‘year zero’ in historic Palestine,
ending up more than 3000 years back in time, in Athens. What a
great way to launch a fascinating topic!
School history:
With our 70th Anniversary coming up, please ask any ex-pupils
or teachers that you know to get in contact with me to tell their
stories of Eastbrook and the Manor Hall schools. This will be a
major school event and we really want to see people who used
to be involved in the life of the school.
Please put people in touch with Mr.Wade on head@eastbrookacaedmy.org
Attendance award—4JB win this week’s attendance award with
an impressive 99.26%.
Coming Up:
30th September—Colour Run
3rd October—RNLI Assembly : Water Safety
4th & 6th October—Parents’ evenings
21st October a.m.—School 70th Anniversary
New date coming soon—PTA Halloween Disco (after school)
24-28th October—Half term holiday

Phonics at Eastbrook

Key Stage One parents will have received, this week, an update on our new Little Wandle
phonics program. Following the requirements of the Department for Education that all
schools follow a fully accredited phonics program of study, we adopted Little Wandle over
the summer holidays. Originally developed by the Wandle and Little Sutton English hub
and academy trust, Little Wandle phonics is now used by school all across England. You can
find out more here: https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
The scheme is based on the very well established, government issued ‘Letters and Sounds’
approach to phonics, which has been in operation for over twenty years and has ensured
that hundreds of thousands of children have left Key Stage One better equipped to decode
books and improve their reading.
We will be developing the scheme over the course of this term, introducing it to all of our
Key Stage One children and eventually to some of our Key Stage Two learners who need
some additional work to help improve their reading. We will also hold some parent
workshops so that you can see the program in action and ask questions about how
children will be taught both phonics and reading in Key Stage One at Eastbrook.
It is genuinely exciting to be starting this new program of study here at Eastbrook and we
are confident that it will contribute to exceptional phonics teaching and amazing reading
skills for all of out children. If you have any further questions about Little Wandle phonics
and our journey to adopt and grow the scheme at Eastbrook Primary Academy, please get
in touch.

Eastbrook School Website

Many of you will have noticed that our Website has had an amazing update. Thank you
to Miss Comins for her hard work on the update and in maintaining the content on our
very impressive looking website. If you have not seen the changes, please visit:
https://www.eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk/ and take a look.
Forest School and PE Changes

We are extremely lucky, at Eastbrook, to have an amazing Forest School with a team of
four brilliant Forest School teachers. In the past, most children have been able to
experience a few Forest School sessions per year, but have not had year round access to
this amazing provision. Forest School not only meets several requirements of the
national curriculum for PE, PSHE, science and geography, but it also develops
independence, resilience, team building skills and self-motivation. We have therefore
decided to expand the Forest School offer at Eastbrook so that all classes from Y1-5 get
weekly sessions (with Reception and Y6 still having some sessions spread through the
year).
For Y1, 3 and 5, they will have a full two hour session every week, with an additional
hour of PE to cover the rest of the PE curriculum (swimming during the Autumn half
term 1 and the two Summer half terms and games, gym and dance in the other three
half terms). Y2 and Y4 will have a shorter ’Forest School light’ session and will have two
additional hours of PE. This will mean that all children will get three hours of physical
activity per week (one more than nationally required) AND experience the benefits of
Forest School all year round. Every child will experience the whole national curriculum
for PE and so much more—we are really excited about this positive change at Eastbrook.

Queen Elizabeth II—RIP
Last week, as you will all know, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II passed away at her home in
Balmoral. Throughout this week, different classes have spoken with their teachers about her
passing. We also held a minute silence, during our Friday assembly, to honour the Queen.
Children had many questions, such as ‘Why isn’t there another Queen?’, ‘What happens if no one
wants to be King?’, ‘Why don’t we elect the new Queen or King?’ and ‘How long before we get
another Queen instead of a King?’.
This weekend, I am sure that many families will be reflecting more on the life of the Queen and
taking time to watch the funeral on television. Some of you may even be travelling up to London
to pay your respects. We hope that you have a restful weekend and that the funeral coverage
allows children and families to say goodbye to a monarch who is the only one most of us have
ever known.
I would like to thank Max from 6NN for taking the time to compose his own, rather lovely tribute
to the departed monarch. We hope you enjoy it as much as we did.

Term Dates for your Diary

Autumn Term 2022
30th September—Colour Run
4th & 6th October—Parents’ evenings
21st October—School 70th Anniversary
New Date TBC—PTA Halloween Disco (after school)
24-28th October—Half term
7th December—EYFS Nativity
8th December KS1 Nativity 1:30pm
9th December KS1 Nativity 9:30am
16th December KS2 Carol Concert, Christmas Raffle and end of term

COVID Information for Parents
Test and Self-Isolation
Guidance to parents remains the same as in July of last academic year:
If your child has a high temperature and any other symptoms (listed below) they
should stay home and avoid contact with other people where they can. We cannot
directly recommend testing for Covid-19, but a health professional can do this and
we therefore recommend consulting a health professional if your child has symptoms of Covid-19. The three mains symptoms are:
•

a high temperature

•

a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or
3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours

•

a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or
taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

•

Any child testing positive, should remain in isolation for 3 days. We also suggest
keeping them off school until symptoms have reduced.

In School Measures
We are still asking all staff to test if they develop symptoms, so that we can ensure
we do not pass on Covid to children and any member of staff will observe a five day
isolation. We will still fully support families who take measures to protect their child
from infection and who choose to regularly test at home.
Please contact us if your child has tested positive so that we can let classes know
when there is a case. Anyone who wants their child to wear a mask in school,
please let the class teachers know, so that we can support them in class.
If your child tests positive for Covid-19—PLEASE DO NOT SEND THEM TO
SCHOOL. Speak to us first.
We continue to take the health of Eastbrook children seriously and treat Covid-19
as the highly infectious and potentially life threatening illness that it is.

